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Fleur Tucker
PA to the Principal

Landslide
Have you ever been in a situation where you felt as if everything 
you knew to be solid and reliable and sturdy has slipped away 
from under you, leaving you feeling unsure?  It’s like losing your 
footing in a landslide, you can’t stop falling and it’s scary.

Recently I found myself in just such a place.  I went to one of 
the teachers here at school and said, “I have no faith in this 
situation – you’re a woman of faith, please pray with me.” So, 
she did.  Then she encouraged me to “rest in the Everlasting 
arms” because sometimes there’s nothing else to do.  That 
phrase reminded me of Psalm 46, verse 1 – 5, which Mr Holtam 
shared at Staff Devotions on Monday. 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake in their surging.  There is a 
river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place 
where the Most High dwells.  God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day.”( NIV Psalm 46:1-5.)

Since Monday, I’ve done a bit of research into these verses.  
There’s symbolism and contrast here. The “river whose streams 
make glad the city of God” in verse 4 are in direct contrast to 
the tumultuous churning of the waters that precede it in verse 
3. It’s a very calm, slow flowing, beautiful river that brings peace 
and provision to the city.  What is this river?  It’s God’s presence.  
And what is the city of God?  At first I thought of Jerusalem, 
but then remembered that God doesn’t live in a Temple, City 
or a Church – He lives in ME!  God’s presence in me makes me 
glad.  I am stronger when God’s presence is in me; I will not be 
destroyed or overtaken.

I find it so helpful to work in a place where the staff meet to 
focus our thoughts on God’s Word every day.  I am grateful to 
work among people of faith who take the time to stop and pray 
for each other, encouraging one another to look to God for help 
and guidance.  Your children also benefit from having teachers 
and general staff who endeavour to live out their faith in their 
workplace.  But most of all, we are all blessed to have a God 
who is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.
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DIARY DATES

Monday 14th August
Primary and Secondary Parent
Forum

Monday 21st August
Write A Book in a Day

Friday 25th August
Book Week Dress Up Day

Friday 15th September
Scholarship Applications
Close

Friday 22nd September
Last Day of Term 3

Friday 13th October
Annual Art Show

Wednesday 18th October
Scholarship Exam
Yr 7-11 Allwell Testing

Friday 20th October
Yr 2-6 Allwell Testing

TERM DATES

Term Three:
Wednesday 19th July -
Friday 22nd September

Term Four:
Tuesday 10th October –
Friday 8th December

PARENT FORUM

Monday 14th August is a combined 
Primary and Secondary Parent Forum.  
We would love to see you there and 
provide you with an opportunity to 
give feedback and ask questions.  
The event will be held in the Middle 
School Building between 6.30pm 
and 7.30pm. Tea and coffee will be 
provided.  

Please arrange for your children to be 
cared for during this time as we are 
unable to provide childcare at the 
event.  Please RSVP to  Reception by 
Thursday 10th AUG.

AALSMEER FLORIST

Aalsmeer Florist has offered to 
donate a floral arrangement to the 
College once a month. It will be in the 
foyer. Next time you’re in reception, 
take the time to stop and admire the 
beautiful arrangements. Aalsmeer 
has been the College ‘’florist of choice’’ 
for many, many years.

If you need to send flowers why
not visit their website:
www.bundooraflorist.com.au

PARENT PRAYER GROUP

Tuesdays at 2.45pm, see Office for 
location. If families can’t make it but 
would like prayer, please text Lyn 
Bland on 0488 420 542 or contact the 
Office. All welcome! 

BOOK WEEK 2017

August 21st – 25th is Book Week, and 
Friday 25th August is our Dress Up Day. 
All students and staff are invited to 
dress up as a book character and bring 
a copy of the book with them on the 
day. 

When choosing a costume, please be 
sensitive to the ethos of the College 
and choose a character that reflects 
this attitude.

If you are having trouble deciding on 
a costume, pop into the Library and 
maybe we can help you. Costumes 
don’t have to be elaborate – this is a 
fun day. 

Students not in costume MUST wear 
school uniform. A parade of costumes 
will be held during assembly in period 
one in the Middle School Area. 

Parents are most welcome to join us.

SAVE THE DATE!

2017 ARTS FESTIVAL @ NCC!

Friday 13th October 3:30pm-5pm

More details coming soon.
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PRIMARY BOOKWORMS’ BOOK CLUB

Pictured: Mrs Horneman with Mrs Gloria Mante

Each Monday lunch time, 21 enthusiastic young readers 
participate in the Primary Bookworms’ Bookclub. This 
term we are studying  ‘Figgy in the World’ by Tamsin 
Janu, which is the delightful story of a young girl, Figgy,
from Ghana. Matthew Mante, our very own Prep 
student, comes from Ghana and on our first Bookworms 
meeting on Monday of Week 3, Matthew’s mum, Mrs 
Gloria Mante, gave our students an interesting and 
inspiring contextual talk about life in Ghana. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed hearing first hand about 
the country Figgy comes from, so thank you, Mrs Mante! 

INSPIRE MATHS - WELCOME, MRS MAWAL!

It is with great excitement that we welcome our new 
Secondary INSPiRE Maths teacher, Mrs Odette Mawal. 

Mrs Mawal comes to us with many years’experience, 
both as a classroom Maths teacher (from Year 7 
to higher level VCE Mathematics courses) and as 
a passionate advocate for both supporting and 
extending students in their love of mathematics. 
Her philosophy is to enrich students’ mathematical 
understanding so that they can be effective 
mathematicians and problem solvers and can grow 
in their love of and skill in mathematics. Mrs Mawal is 
teaching INSPiRE Maths from Year 7 to 10, as well as 
Year 8 classroom Maths. Welcome, Mrs Mawal!
LAUNCHING INSPIRE ENGLISH

This term we are launching specialised weekly INSPiRE 
English classes with Mrs Horneman. These classes 
are for students from Year 2 to 6 whose teachers 
have identified them as individuals who will benefit 
from enrichment discussions and activities around 
literary texts, working towards higher order thinking. 
Our INSPiRE English classes began in Week 3 and the 
students have delved into analytical and evaluative 
discussions on our chosen texts with gusto. Year 2 is 
reading ‘Figgy in the World’ by Tamsin Janu; Year 3/4 
is working on ‘The One and Only Ivan’ by Katherine 
Applegate and Year 5/6 is working on ‘Skyfire’ by 
Michael Adams.

Amy Horneman
INSPiRE
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Our Year 9’s have just returned from their 
Community Service camp to Swan Hill where they 
worked to support Son Centre Christian College’s 
community outreach Winter Lights Festival. Mrs 
Fiona Dumitrache, Mrs Fishwick, Mr Waters and Mr 
Vaiano lead this awesome group of students who 
were fantastic representatives of Northside Christian 
Collage! On the bus trip to Swan Hill, the group were 
able to drop in and visit Mr Barker at Kerang Christian 
College. Please continue to pray for both Son Centre 
Christian College and Kerang Christian College. 

Jo Westland
Head of Middle School

YEAR 9 COMMUNITY CAMP
On behalf of the Son Centre Christian College 
community, I would like to say a very big thank you to 
the wonderful Year 9 students and staff that came to 
Swan Hill last weekend to assist in our Winter Lights 
Festival. 

As a small school of 39 students, putting on a 
community event with over 300 people coming 
through our gates, we needed help. The staff and 
students did an amazing job of putting lanterns up 
and down off buildings and trees, setting up and 
packing up our glow in the dark maze, speaking 
with visitors, running fun activities on the Saturday 
night and helping pack away all the equipment 
and lights at the end of the main event. This was a 
mammoth task and they did it with a great attitude 
and perseverance. 

We could not have had such a successful event 
without their effort. Thank you from all of us at Son 
Centre Christian College and may God richly bless 
your community because of your generosity. 
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Principal of Son Centre 
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EARN AND LEARN
Northside is participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program this year. When you shop at Woolworths 
please remember to collect your stickers and bring them to your classroom teacher. Collecting these stickers is 
like earning money for the school. Modern Teaching Aids have many amazing resources we can buy with your 
stickers.
 
We will also be awarding points to the House that collects the most stickers!
 
First Prize: 200 house points
Second Prize: 100 house points
Third Prize: 50 house points
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SPORT

Earn and Learn Tally Update: The Noble Knights are in the lead!!!!!
 
Noble Knights: 37
Courageous Conquerors: 34
Worthy Warriors: 17

CSEN CROSS COUNTRY 

Our cross country squad trained 3 mornings a week throughout Terms 2 and 3 at Norris Bank Reserve and at 
Northside Christian College’s new Sports’ Precinct. On Tuesday 25th July, students got to put all their training into 
action as our team of 19 headed to the State Cross Country Track at Bundoora Park to compete against other 
Christian Schools.

Highlights of the day were Keira who stopped mid-race to go back and provide help to her team mate who had 
been knocked over by another competitor.  Keira receive a special Principal’s Award for acting out the College 
values of community, integrity and service. A number of our squad achieved great results on the day with the 
highlight being Gisele who took out 1st place overall in the under 12’s.  Gisele is the first Northside Christian College 
student to take out the title of 1st overall, in more than 10 years.

Being part of this squad was a huge commitment by the students competing, the parents who transported their 
children to the early morning training sessions and the many staff who coached, supervised and otherwise offered 
their assistance.  Thank you to all for demonstrating College values of Community, Service and Integrity.

CSEN RALLY DAY

Thursday 3rd August saw our senior students head out to their VCE Rally Day.  Students competed in netball, 
basketball and soccer against a number of other Christian schools. Congratulations to our Basketball team who 
came 3rd overall, losing only 1 of their games for the whole day.  Our Soccer team played competitively throughout 
the day especially considering that they had no subs available.

A special mention goes to Jordan Shafik Eid and Ire Odetayo who managed to compete in both the Soccer and 
Basketball teams!  Also to the Yr 9 and 10 students who stepped up and played in our VCE teams who were short 
of players.

Chris Simmons
Sport



STUDENT LEADER STRATEGIC PLANNING DAY 
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On Monday 31st July, Mr Holtam and the Student Leaders all met for a morning of Strategic Planning.  The SRC, Primary, 
Middle and College Captains as well as the House Leaders all contributed to a SWOT (Strength, Weakness, Opportunity 
and Threat) analysis of the College and thought about what they would write in a thank you letter to the school 
upon their graduation.  This process helped them to collate some exciting ideas for the future and to give feedback 
on areas for improvement. The students displayed excellent team work skills and showed respect for their fellow 
leaders by giving everyone a chance to share their ideas.  The Student Leaders continue to have meetings with Mr 
Holtam at lunchtimes to develop their leadership skills.

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION 
The “Talking to Your Children About Safety” session was 
well attended by our primary parents. It was great to 
see 5 dads in attendance!

Parents were equipped by better knowing how to help 
their children t o FEEL safe and not just BE safe. Helpful 
communication starters were also shared. Parents 
received a fantastic overview of what will be covered 
in the Prep to Year 6 personal safety classes over the 
coming weeks.

Fiona Dumitrache
Head of Welfare
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NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF 
DATA ON SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITY 

The broad categories of disability include; physical, 
cognitive, sensory and social/emotional. Reasonable 
adjustments include addressing physical barriers, 
modifying programs, adapting curriculum delivery, 
adapting assessment strategies, providing ongoing 
consultancy support and professional learning for staff, 
specialised technology and equipment, provision of 
information materials in different formats and services 
such as specialised support staff.  Schools must 
provide evidence of adjustments being made for the 
student in addition to evidence of consultation and 
collaboration with the student and parent/guardians/
carers. A student’s name, date of birth, year level and 
address is not included in the data collection. More 
information about the NCCD is available at: https://
www.education.gov.au/fact-sheets-and-resources-
national-data-collection.
 
Northside Christian College will continue to work to 
identify and support our students with disability so 
that they can access and participate in education on 
the same basis as their peers. 

If you have any questions regarding the NCCD please 
contact the College.

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability is an annual collection that 
counts the number of school students receiving an 
adjustment due to disability and the level of reasonable 
adjustment they are receiving. 

During August 2017, Independent schools along with 
Government and Catholic schools across Australia will 
be participating in the Nationally Consistent Collection 
of Data (NCCD) on school students with disability.  The 
national data collection reinforces existing obligations 
that schools have towards students under the 
Commonwealth Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) 
and the Disability Standards for Education 2005. 

The NCCD counts the number of school students with 
disability receiving educational adjustments to allow 
them to participate in education on the same basis 
as students without disability. Northside Christian 
College’s involvement in this process is important, as it 
will provide valuable information about the supports 
required for a broad group of students in our College.  
Additionally, the NCCD will also enable the National 
and State governments to better target support and 
resources in schools.  

Joy Lisle
Learning Support 
Teacher - Primary

Kirsty Watson Jones
Learning Support 

Teacher -Secondary



SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT
Students in the Senior School have made a pleasing 
start to their Semester 2 studies at Northside Christian 
College. There have already been a wide range of special 
learning activities that have taken place during the 
past few weeks including the Senior School Information 
Evening, VET Tasters, Fit to Drive workshops, Parent-
Student-Teacher Interviews and an excursion to the 
SpotJobs Careers Expo. There have also been excursions 
for the Studio Arts, Global Politics and Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies classes. 

SUBJECT SELECTION 

Our Senior School Information Evening for Years 10 – 12, 
2018 was well attended. It has been wonderful to observe 
how methodically our students are approaching their 
decision making around subject selection in preparation 
for next year. I have met with many students and their 
families over the last few weeks as we move to the next 
stage of the subject selection process. All students will 
have their programs confirmed before the end of Term 
3. The information gathered through students’ subject 
selections will be used to construct the 2018 timetable.

THE VTAC APP 

Year 10 – 12 students and families are advised that 
the updated VTAC app is now available for iOS and 
Android devices. The app is now free to download and 
use to enable easy access to course information for all 
applicants. The app now contains the Prerequisite and 
Course Explorer, allowing Year 10 students to download 
the app and experiment with VCE study programs and 
their course options.  The app will update automatically 
with course information, so Year 10 students can 
download the app now and keep using it all the way 
through Year 12.  Course information for 2018 is now 
available in the app. 
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To download the VTAC app, just search for VTAC in the 
app store on your device. 2020 prerequisite information 
(for students currently in Year 10) is now available 
through the Prerequisite and Course Explorer in the app 
and also in the 2020 Prerequisites PDF in the Publications 
section of the VTAC website.

THE VTACMAG | YEARS 10 – 12 |

The VTACmag has everything students need to know 
about applying for further study, special consideration, 
and scholarships in Victoria next year. The VTACmag is 
full of information that will help you research your your 
options and prepare your application. Hear from careers 
counsellors across the state about their tips for choosing 
courses, and from those across the table about how to 
ace your interview or audition. VTACmag also includes 
details about each of the 62 universities, TAFE institutes 
and private colleges that list their courses with VTAC. 
Copies of the VTACmag are available from your local 
newsagent ($7.95 RRP), or download an eMagazine from 
the App Store or Google Play ($4.49).

VTAC APPLICATIONS | YEAR 12 | AUG-SEP

Year 12 students can commence the process of applying 
for Tertiary places in 2018, from Monday, 7th August. 
Applications are made through VTAC (Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre) and close on the 28th September, so 
students have a reasonable amount of time before they 
need to finalise their applications. The Year 12 students 
have been given a booklet titled the “ABC of Applying 
2018” this term, which will assist them in the process 
of making their applications. Please note that VTAC 
require a $35 processing fee for timely applications. We 
will spend some time with the students to assist them 
with their registration, subject preferences and early 
entry programs.



Michael Bond
Deputy Principal

VCE EXAMS NAVIGATOR 2017 | YEARS 11 - 12 |

The VCE Exams Navigator 2017 booklet outlines the 
examination times for the October / November period. 
This booklet contains everything you need to know about 
the VCE examinations procedures, including: Approved 
materials and equipment for VCE examinations, VCAA 
examination rules and their observance for the conduct 
of VCE examinations, 2017 VCE examination timetable, 
Special Provisions, advice for students presenting for 
Performance and Languages oral examinations and the 
Extended Investigation oral presentation and further 
information about the 2017 VCE Results and ATAR 
Service. A copy of this booklet will be distributed to 
students during Term 3. This resource is available online 
at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . v c a a . v i c . e d u . a u / D o c u m e n t s /
vcaanavigator_web.pdf 

YEAR 10 VET TASTERS DURING JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 

Year 10 students were invited to attend up to a 
maximum of three Taster Days at the local VET venues 
during June, July and August. Taster Days gave the students 
an experience of the course and helped with decision-
making for VCE subject selection. The VETiS (Vocational 
Education Training in Schools) can be an exciting pathway 
of education for students to pursue for one of their courses 
during Year 11 and 12. It has been pleasing to hear about the 
many experiences our students have enjoyed during the 
past few weeks. Thank you once again to Mrs Lenna Waters
who has coordinated this experience for our students at 
Northside Christian College.
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VET courses are delivered externally by different training 
providers in partnership with the Northern Melbourne VET 
Cluster schools conducted in venues across the region. 
Northside Christian College is a member of the Northern 
Melbourne VET Cluster. 

SAC CALENDAR | YEARS 10 – 12 |

A new SAC calendar for Units 2 and 4 has been published 
this week. Please contact Ms Laura Bovey in the VCE 
Administration Office on lbovey@ncc.vic.edu.au if you 
would like to receive a copy or if you have any questions. 

VCE STUDY ROOM AFTER SCHOOL | YEARS 10 – 12 |

Senior School students are welcome to study in 
the VCE study room after school between 3:30pm 
and 4:30pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons. Please see Mr Bond if you would like to 
make any other arrangements. 

If you have any questions or concerns throughout 
this year, please do not hesitate to contact me at the 
College.




