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Principal’s Report
Damian Higgins

As we prepare to bring down the curtain on our first term together 
at Northside Christian College for 2018, it is good to reflect on our 
experiences as part of this community. 

You might have noticed I used a theatrical metaphor in my opening 
line, but real community is very different from a stage production. 
Although we all have our parts to play, there is no script. We are 
constantly reacting and responding as we go along based on a 
whole range of stimuli around us. It is important to realize that in 
a community, everything we say and do can have an impact on 
others and sometimes the repercussions of our words and actions 
can travel further than we would have originally expected. This can 
be a worrying thought but it can also be an amazing opportunity. 
I am sure we have all heard stories about how one person’s 
seemingly insignificant interaction with another has had profound 
and long lasting effects well into the future. Sometimes this is 
called “The Ripple Effect”. The most profound aspect of this is that 
regardless of your background or abilities, you will quite often be 
in a situation whereby your influence has an effect and who knows 
how far and wide the ripples of that influence will go?
 
In a school community like ours, it is more likely that we will see 
the effects of our day to day actions. This last term has involved 
a multitude of lessons, events and interactions involving hundreds 
of students, parents and staff. Jesus has some very good advice on 
how important our actions are in terms of the influence they can 
have on others. 

In Matthew chapter 5 he says, “You are the light of the world. A city 
set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven”. (Matt 5:14-16)

I believe Jesus is giving us a big clue as to what it means to SHINE - 
and that is goodness towards others. This can seem obvious but this 
is not as easy as it sounds especially with others who we would not 
normally consider friends. Jesus calls us to see Himself in all others 
(not just our favourites) and to love our enemies. It is when we do 
this that our impact can be especially powerful and lives can be 
changed long into the future. 

I pray that you all have a blessed Easter break and I look forward to 
us all continuing to SHINE together next term.



Diary Dates

Thursday 29 March
Last Day of Term
2:30 finish

Friday 30 March
Good Friday

Tuesday 17 April
First Day of Term 2

Tuesday 24 April
Parent Student Teacher Interviews
(PSTI) 2:30pm- 7pm

Wednesday 25 April
ANZAC Day- No Classes

Thursday 26 April
Parent Student Teacher Interviews
(PSTI) 4pm- 7:30pm

Friday 4 May
Whole School Athletics Carnival

Monday 7 May
School Photo Day

Term Dates 2018

Term 1:  
Monday 29 January- Thursday 29 March 

Term 2: 
Tuesday 17 April- Friday 29 June

Term 3: 
Wednesday 18 July- Friday 21 
September

Term 4:
Tuesday 9 October- Tuesday 1 1 
December

AALSMEER FLORIST

Aalsmeer Florist has offered to donate a 
floral arrangement to the College once a 
month. It will be in the foyer.

Next time you’re in reception, take the 
time to stop and admire the beautiful 
arrangements. Aalsmeer has been the 
College florist of choice for many years.

If you need to send flowers why not visit 
their website:
www.bundooraflorist.com.au

MINI COMMONWEALTH 
GAMES

Thursday 29th March

The Primary Students will participate in 
a Mini Commonwealth Games between 
recess and lunch on the last day of Term 
One. Students will be able  to wear 
their full school uniform and their house-
coloured polo t-shirts.

WORKING WITH 
CHILDREN’S CARD

In order to complete parent participation 
at the College, to volunteer at the College 
and undertake tasks such as attending 
excursions, helping with Parents and 
Friends and helping  in the classroom, we 
ask that you add the College to your list of 
organisations on the WWCC website.  This 
ensures that the College is sent an official 
letter with an image of your card and your 
details on it.  If we have this letter, we do 
not need a photocopy of your card.  

To check if Northside Christian College 
is listed as an organisation where you 
work with children, please click this link 
and go to the Update My Details tab.   
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

WINTER UNIFORM IN TERM 
TWO

Students are required to wear their 
Winter Uniform in Term Two.

For the first two weeks students can 
wear either full Summer uniform or their 
full Winter uniform. These two uniforms 
cannot be worn interchangeably, for 
example, boys wearing Winter uniform 
without a tie or wearing the short sleeved 
shirt with a tie.

In Week Three all students will need to 
wear their full Winter uniform.

YEAR NINE CITY CHALLENGE

Due to unforeseen circumstances the Year 9 
Resiliency Day has been moved from Tuesday 
May 28 to June 1. Therefore, the City Challenge 
will run from Monday 28th May until Thursday 
31st May and the students will be on campus 
on Friday 1st June for Resiliency Day. We thank

you for your understanding.

ENROLMENT IN 2019 AND 
2020

We are blessed to be a part of a growing 
school community. Parents are advised that 
due to the number of new enrolments in 
2018, we are now introducing waiting lists for 
a number of year levels. If you have not yet 
applied for 2019 and 2020 and wish to secure 
a place for your child, we recommend that 
you submit your enrolment application ASAP 
to avoid disappointment. Please remember 
that existing families are encouraged to 
submit applications for younger siblings 
2 years in advance to ensure a place is 
reserved for their child. 2019 Prep interviews 
will take place in Term One holidays. We have 
already received enough applications to fill 
one class, and are half way to filling another.
 

PARENTS & FRIENDS

P&F mettings are held on the first Thursday of 
the month unless if it falls during the school 
holidays then the meeting will be held on the 
first Thursday of the new term.  

The next P&F meeting will be held on Thursday 
19th April.  All welcome!

PRAYER CHANGES 
EVERYTHING

Please join us every Thursday for prayer. Meet 
at the foyer at 2.30pm.  ALL WELCOME

You are welcome to email prayer requests to 
Maryann - mstewart@ncc.vic.edu.au

Look forward to seeing you there!

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS

Our office will be closed on Friday 30th March 
for Good Friday and Monday 2nd April for 
Easter Monday. The College will be open 
from Tuesday 3rd - Monday 16th April from 
9.00am-3.30pm.

Students will return to school for Term 2 on 
Tuesday 17th April.



Music Programme Farewells
Andrew Horneman

At the end of Term 1 we sadly bid farewell to two amazing musicians and tutors in the Instrumental Music Programme at Northside 
Christian College. 

Ms Jessica Carlton has been a wonderful trumpet teacher and highly valued tutor in the Grade 6 Concert Band. Jessica is moving 
interstate for personal reasons and we wish her well with her future and career in the music industry. Jessica will be replaced in 
Term 2 by a candidate yet to be confirmed.

Mr Luke Carbon is also leaving us in Term 2. Luke has also been a wonderful teacher and mentor to our Saxophone section in the 
Grade 6 Concert Band. Luke is in high demand as a top level professional in the Australian music scene and unfortunately for us has 
been selected to work with Music a Viva for the rest of 2018. We are sad to farewell Luke and we wish him all the very best in his 
future music career. Luke will be replaced by Ms Anna Ives. We thank both Jessica and Luke for their service to the College in 2017 
and 2018.

Schoology Notifications
Chris Gatt

On Schoology there is lots of information that is helpful for 
parents of Secondary students. You can see your child’s grades 
so that you can get timely feedback about their academic 
progress. You can also see upcoming tasks and work that is 
overdue so that you can help your child to stay organised and 
keep up with their workload.

To help you get easy access to this information you can set 
up email notifications that provide a summary of your child’s 
progress. You can receive the emails weekly or daily and they 
include links to the details of upcoming or overdue tasks.

This video shows how to set it up:
https://youtu.be/0A8OUzMu2rQ

If you believe the information you’re accessing on Schoology is 
inaccurate, please contact the relevant teacher or Chris Gatt  
(cgatt@ncc.vic.edu.au ). 

Schoology Training 

Some parents have expressed the need for assistance in using 
Schoology. We have run training events in the past but have 
had few parents participate. We want to provide the best 
support possible. To help us know how to do that, please fill 
in the attached online form, which asks about the best time to 
run a training session and what content you’d like covered in it.

https://goo.gl/forms/iFvmweG1f0mcFRhR2

CSEN Volleyball Rally Day
Anna Venegas

The VCE boys participated in a Volleyball day against Christian 
schools: Waverley, Heatherton, Lighthouse, Belgrave Heights and St 
Andrews.  The boys displayed sportsmanship and some great team 
work throughout the day in spite of the final results. They made the 
day lots of fun and the comoradary between the schools was great 
to witness.

Koori Inspired Shields!
Antonietta Veljanovski

Students in Year 3 and 4 Art classes explored line and pattern 
to create decorative shields inspired by Wurundjeri traditional 
patterns and animals. Students worked enthusiastically to design 
and construct their shields with collage and scratch art. An amazing 
effort from our junior artists! 



Students appreciated the opportunity to 
speak with a broad range of people in an 
attempt to find our the right information to 
assist them as they make these important 
decisions regarding their future studies 
and employment.

Northside provides Senior students with 
support and information sessions, placing 
importance upon making considered 
decisions about their future pathways 
based on their capabilities and learning 
styles. There is a dedicated Schoology 
page which provides up to date 
information about tertiary study and 
post school opportunities to both parents 
and students.  If you need assistance 
accessing the Schoology page, please see 
Mrs Waters. I acknowledge and thank Mrs 
Lenna Waters for her work in Careers/
Work Studies at the College and for 
arranging this excursion for our Year 10 
and 11 students.  

Youth Employment 
Opportunities Fair and 
Careers Expo
Michael Bond

Northside Christian College Year 10 and 11 
students attended the  Youth Employment 
Opportunities Fair and Careers Expo on 
Thursday 15th March at Plenty Ranges Arts 
and Convention Centre in South Morang.  
Attending the Expo was one of many 
opportunities provided for our students 
to make informed decisions about their 
future pathway planning.

At the Expo, our students were  
encouraged to dream big, to invest in 
networking skills and to develop life 
long learning.  They were offered the 
opportunity to reflect upon areas of 
interest and how they link to possible 
career pathways.  The benefits of 
students broadening their thinking when 
considering options and exploring new 

options was presented.   The Expo  
provided additional information about 
jobs, apprenticeships, traineeships 
and further study placements.  Local 
employers, Centrelink representatives, 
Job Service Australia providers, 
Apprenticeship and Traineeship groups, 
University and TAFE advisers were all 
available to offer advice to our students.  
One of the presenters shared industry 
sector priorities in Melbourne’s North:

-  Medical technology and pharmaceuticals
- New energy technology (advanced 
   manufacturing)
- Food and fibre processing  (advanced 
   manufacturing)
- Transport, defence and construction 
   technology
- International education
- Professional services
- Logistics, warehousing and transport
- Experience economy ( tourism and 
  events)
- Community services/not-for-profits



INSPiRE
Amy Horneman

“Debating is an invaluable skill for students...
it promotes confidence and effective 
public presentation. It encourages logical 
and critical thinking, social awareness and 
an interest in current affairs. It is multi-
disciplinary: debating techniques can 
be used in all subject areas. Its benefits 
extend through all aspects of the school 
curriculum” (Debating Association of 
Victoria website).

Competitive Debating is gathering 
momentum at Northside this year. We 
have a senior team participating in the 
Debating Association of Victoria (DAV) 
competition at Loyola College: Shemara 
and Dimi (Year 10) and St John, Abigail and 
Tommy (Year 11) have been preparing and 
presenting topics related to government 
funding of university places and the West 

lifting sanctions on Zimbabwe in the first 
two rounds of the draw.

We have also recently auditioned a very 
enthusiastic group of Year 5 & 6 students 
who have been debating as part of their 
classroom English studies this term, and 
are very keen to take their developing 
skills into the competitive arena. 
Congratulations to the following students 

who will represent the College in July 
in the DAV competition : Jacob Z (Year 
5), Jacob A, Diya, Ethan, Cherian, Siena, 
Madison, Michelle and Sachin (Year 6).

We look forward to seeing our Debating 
Program grow and expand as we train our 
students to engage with critical thinking, 
world events and ideas, and to develop 
their communication skills.



Senior School Report
Michael Bond

It is hard to believe that Term 1 is almost 
over. Students have been encouraged 
to ensure that they continue to keep up 
to date with their study requirements, 
including homework tasks, assigned 
reading, revision for SACs and maintaining 
their notes for their subjects. May I remind 
families to refer to Schoology for additional 
information about homework, assigned 
tasks (assessments and homework) and 
additional resources to support students 
with their learning.  Once again, please let 
me know if you have any questions about 
the Senior School Program at Northside 
Christian College

ATAR
Throughout the Senior School years 
students are often talking about 
projected ATAR scores, pathway goals 
and applying for future courses. Below is 
some additional information about the 
ATAR. We trust this information will assist 
students as they continue to plan for their 
future pathways post-Year 12. 

The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank) is not a score out of 100 – it is a 
rank. It shows a student’s achievement 
in relation to other students. The ATAR 
is calculated by the Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre (VTAC) solely for the 
use of tertiary institutions to compare 
the overall achievement of students who 
have completed different combinations 
of VCE studies. 

The ATAR is an overall ranking on a scale 
of <30 - 99.95, and is used by universities 
and TAFE institutes to select students for 

their courses. This is determined based on 
students’ study score for English and their 
next three best subjects (studies), as well 
as 10% of the remaining two subjects. Each 
study score is a score from zero to 50 
which shows how students performed in a 
study, relative to all other students doing 
that same study. 

A number of organisations have published 
online ATAR Calculators, which allow 
students to estimate what their ATAR will 
be. To calculate an estimated ATAR score, 
students can type in each of their VCE Unit 
3 and 4 subjects, including English subject, 
and their estimated raw scores for each 
subject. The calculator estimates a scaled 
study score for each subject, based on 
raw study scores. Scaled study scores 
are calculated based on VTAC’s Study 
Score Scaling Report. A study score of 30 
is considered the mean or average score 
for a subject. 

Some students may decide to complete 
an unscored VCE during the Senior 
School years.  Students who undertake 
an unscored VCE are marked satisfactory 
or non-satisfactory on their VCE school-
based coursework and are not required 
to complete end of year examinations. 
Students who complete an unscored VCE 
do not receive an ATAR. It is important to 
keep in mind that this may limit a student’s 
options for further training and study in 
the short-term. Students are advised to 
carefully check the prerequisites for any 
course they aim to apply for after Year 12. 
Mrs Lenna Waters can assist students with 
this type of planning and research. 

It has been reported that some universities 
are reviewing their approaches to 

admissions. In many cases, the ATAR is 
still an important factor for university 
admission. Other factors considered may 
be: special entry access schemes, access 
and equity, additional criteria such as 
interviews, folios, auditions, forms and 
similar evidence. 

We recognise that many students are still 
making decisions about pathways beyond 
Year 12. Setting an ATAR goal is part of the 
planning process for many students. At 
the end of the day, the important thing 
is that students attempt to achieve their 
personal best through implementing an 
ongoing study plan throughout the VCE 
years. Our desire is to see each student 
make a successful transition into their 
chosen pathway. 

BELOW ARE SOME USEFUL RESOURCES: 
Deakin University: ATAR Calculator - 
http://atar-calculator.deakin.edu.au 
VCAA 2017 Scaling Report - 
http ://www.vtac .edu .au/f i les/pdf/
scaling_report_17.pdf 
VTAC: ABC of Scaling -  
http://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/
publications/abcofscaling.pdf 

A DAY AT MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY
This special event is designed for Senior 
School students and their families. It 
allows visitors to come and explore 
the Parkville campus and find out more 
about the range of study options at the 
University of Melbourne. This event will 
be held on Friday, 6th April 2018 between 
9am and 3:30pm. For more information, 
please contact Isabella Mory at  
isabella.mory@unimelb.edu.au or phone 
03 8344 6948.




