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Principal’s Report
Damian Higgins

Last week our students participated in our annual Athletics 
Carnival at Meadow Glen Athletics Stadium. This was a wonderful 
school community event and a great success. The weather 
threatened to impact the day but fortunately we were blessed 
with extended periods of clear skies and were able to push 
ahead with the scheduled track and field activities. This event 
always takes a massive amount of preparation and we couldn’t 
run it without the wonderful help of numerous parent volunteers. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts to all those parents who 
assisted and took part in all the many different aspects of the day. 
A big thanks must also go to our Physical Education coordinator, 
Mrs Anna Venegas for coordinating the whole event.

These whole school events are always memorable and they also 
involve competitive participation through our house system. 
The Courageous Conquerors managed to win this years title but 
without the friendly rivalry of the Noble Knights and the Worthy 
Warriors, the competition would have been somewhat less 
enjoyable. 

There is something to be said about being part of a team and 
working together to overcome challenges (often provided by 
opposing teams). Often there is a fine balance between keeping 
competition healthy and allowing our emotions to get the better 
of us and for our competitive edge to have a negative impact. 

I am always encouraged at our College events to see students 
from opposing teams being both competitive and community 
minded. The key to maintaining this balance can be found in 
scripture: 

Philippians 3:14 says, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

This verse speaks of the idea of moving forwards and focussing on 
the things we need to do to succeed, not necessarily on how to 
derail our opponents. Although the Apostle Paul is talking about 
our journey as followers of Christ, we can still learn a lot from 
this in our day to day challenges, whether they be in the sporting 
arena or in our lives as part of a community. Ultimately, we are 
all part of the same team and Jesus has invited every created 
human being to become part of that team.  As God promised to 
Abraham, “…..all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
Gen 12:3 

Let us never forget this promise and continue to work together to 
bless everyone we meet.



Diary Dates

Tuesday 15 - Thursday 17 May
NAPLAN

Thursday 24 May
P&F Hot Food Day
Year 3 Sleepover

Tuesday 29 May
Year 1 Breakfast

Wednesday 30 May
Year 2 Breakfast

Monday 4 June
Free Parent Session: Education Around 
Dealing with Pornography

Term Dates 2018

Term 2: 
Tuesday 17 April- Friday 29 June

Term 3: 
Wednesday 18 July- Friday 21 
September

Term 4:
Tuesday 9 October- Tuesday 1 1 
December

CAR PARK SAFETY

Please ensure you drive slowly in all 
areas of the car park, including travel 
from the main car park to the gravel car 
park.

The Speed limit is 10km/h in all areas at 
all times.

The Lower Primary Car Park is closed 
when students are using the basketball 
court or oval to ensure student safety. 
If the barrier is across the car park and 
there are students using the oval or 
basketball courts please park in the 
gravel car park. Access to the Lower 
Primary Car Park must be clear at all 
times. Please do not wait at the barrier 
for the Lower Primary Car Park to open 
as this disrupts traffic flow.

When reversing please ensure all people 
are clear before reversing.
Pedestrians must walk behind parked 
cars and not on the road, unless crossing 
the Pedestrian Crossing.

We thank you for helping to make our 
car park safe.

PREMIERS READING 
CHALLENGE

Northside Christian College will once 
again participate in the Premiers Reading 
Challenge this year.

The Challenge is open to all students 
from Prep through to Year 10. All Primary 
students will be registered to participate 
in the challenge, but if secondary students 
would like to register please see Mrs Marsh 
in the library to obtain a user name and 
password.

Prep – Year 2 students need to read a 
total of 30 books, 15 of those being from 
the booklist provided and 15 own choice 
books. Years  3 – 10 students are required 
to read 15 books with 10 being from the 
booklist. Additional information can be 
found on the PRC website at
 www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

We will start the Challenge on June 1st 
and end on August 24th, which is our 
Book Week Dress Up Day. Usernames,  
passwords and permission forms for 
students who complete the challenge 
to have their names listed on an online 
Honour Roll will be sent home later in the 
month. 

PRIMARY BOOKWORMS 
BOOK CLUB

Good news! Mr Longley is going to be 
running Bookworms every Tuesday at 
lunch time from this coming Tuesday 15th 
May in The Hive. All students are welcome 
to join in with the activities which are 
based on Sylvia Bishop’s novel Erica’s 
Elephant. If your child would like to join 
this group for the first time, please fill out a 
form (from Reception) and either purchase 
or borrow a copy of the novel for them to 
read and bring with them each Tuesday 
for activities and discussion.

NAPLAN

Please note that between Tuesday 15th 
May and Thursday 17th May the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed 
by all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in 
all government and non-government 
schools. NAPLAN has the support of all 
State and Territory Education Ministers 
and will assess the literacy and numeracy 
learning of students in all Australian 
schools. 

TERM TWO P&F HOT FOOD 
DAYS 
 
Thursday 24th May 2018: Pizzeria Day
Thursday 21st June 2018: To Be Confirmed
 
Order forms will be sent out in due course.
Volunteers always welcome, provided you 
have completed the 
Food Safety online module:  http://
dofoodsafely.health.vic.gov.au/
 
If you are able to assist, please contact Liz on 
9467-2499. For safety reasons, pre-schoolers 
are not allowed. Volunteering counts 
towards your parent participation.

WASTE INTO ART!
 
This term in Art we will be focusing on 
sustainable art projects. Students will be 
incorporating `junk` in their art works. 

Please help by collecting these items for the 
art room:
Buttons, plastic bread ties, beads, bottle tops, 
squeeze bottle lids, and any other small 
plastics. 

Students can bring these items to the art 
room during their Art lesson. 

PARENTS & FRIENDS

P&F meetings are held on the first Thursday 
of the month unless if it falls during the school 
holidays then the meeting will be held on the 
first Thursday of the new term.  

The next P&F meeting will be held on Thursday 
7th June..  All welcome!



in how to attempt different types of 
questions, managing your exam time and 
building your content knowledge.

Read your exam timetable. It is important 
to know the details of your exam. When 
is it scheduled? How long does it go for? 
What can you bring into the exam room? 
Students should be familiar with the exam 
rules.

Maintain your routines. The little things 
like eating well, sleeping well and staying 
positive can help you prepare for your 
examinations. Exercising regularly has 
been shown to assist with your learning 
and overall wellbeing. 

Exam StudyTips
Michael Bond

Students in Years 10 and 11 will be 
completing midyear examinations 
during Week 9 of this term. It is timely 
to consider a wide range of revision 
strategies with examinations just a few 
weeks away. Over the next few weeks, 
students are encouraged to prepare a 
study schedule to plan for their revision. 
They are encouraged to choose one topic 
in each subject to start revising. Revision 
can take many forms and students are 
encouraged to use the method that works 
best for them. For some students, revision 
may consist of re-reading an English text, 
completing additional maths questions 
in the chosen topic, creating a glossary 
of key science terms or representing key 
dates in history on a timeline to put on 
the back of the bathroom door. If students 
need any assistance in planning their 
revision program, they are encouraged to 
speak to their subject teacher(s) or home 
group teacher. 

Below are a few commonly used 
strategies to prepare for examinations. 

Work consistently throughout the year. 
Regularly scheduling some revision 
throughout the semester assists with 
learning and understanding. 

Draw up a study plan. Most students have 
a busy schedule with other commitments 
including sport, work, friends and family. It 
can be a useful strategy to plan what you 
aim to study each day leading up to the 
examinations. This is a good strategy to 
ensure you don’t miss anything and don’t 
get stuck studying for subjects at the last 
minute.

Study with purpose. Think about how 
you are going to study for each subject. 
Can you study chapter questions? Are 
there any past papers or practice 
exams? Can you develop a study guide?

Testing yourself and testing others is 
an effective strategy for revising your 
knowledge in different subjects. After you 
have tested yourself, teach the material 
to someone else. This is a commonly used 
revision strategy which can assist with the 
recall of knowledge. 

Completing practice exams is an 
effective strategy at the VCE level. 
Completing practice exams can build 
your confidence 

This video shows how to set it up:
https://youtu.be/0A8OUzMu2rQ

SCHOOLOGY TRAINING 

Some parents have expressed the 
need for assistance in using Schoology. 
We want to provide the best support 
possible, so after receiving parent 
feedback have scheduled a Training 
Session.  
An email will be sent out soon from 
from Mr Chris Gatt regarding a 
Schoology Parent Session on May 21st.

Schoology
Chris Gatt

At a recent Principal’s Morning Tea, the 
conversation turned to Schoology.  
Parents expressed that summary emails 

sent to them made all the difference in 
keeping track of their children’s school 
work.  These notifications are easy to set 
up so that they are emailed to parents at 
a time on a day that is best suited to them.  
Some parents prefer to receive them on 
a Friday and use them to inform how 
students will spend their study time over 
the weekend, while others found Sunday 
night best to give an overview of the week 
past and a forward picture of the week 
coming up.  You can receive the emails 
weekly or daily and they include links to 
the details of upcoming or overdue tasks.



Welfare
Fiona Dumitrache

The College Welfare Department has been 
blessed this year with an amazing space 
for students to come to for a multiple of 
reasons: to calm, to think, to play, to talk to 
someone confidentially, to resolve difficult 
situations or thoughts, to learn, to grow…
and more. It’s wonderful to see students of 
all ages mixing and enjoying each others 
company.

Being connected is one of the biggest 
protective factors for young people. 
Having strong adult or mentor 
connections develops safety for a young 
person, wiser choices being made and 
greater resilience. That means fewer risky 
behaviours are chosen, and interventions 
or conversations about how they can 
feel better equipped with life can occur. 
Reducing risk and promoting resilience for 

Kailee, Kaitliln, Sarah and Marchant of 
Years 5-6, the winners of this year’s INSPiRE 
wall design competition, have worked 
enthusiastically throughout Term 1 and into 
the beginning of Term 2, translating their 
design of the wall border into reality. The 
ideas the students came up with for the 
design showcase aspects of the wonder 
of learning and the College’s theme for 
2018, SHINE. A big thank you goes to Mr 
Steve Nelson and the entire Halden family 
for their practical and creative efforts in 
constructing the wall after school in Week 
2 of this term. If you are passing through 
the Reception area, please make sure you 
have a look at their creative work!

“My favourite part was communication 
with the others to create something you 
wouldn’t be creating at home” - Marchant

“My favourite part was designing it 
because it was fun coming up with 
different ideas and sharing them around” 
- Kailee

“I liked putting the wall up because I could 
see how it all came together in the design” 
- Sarah H

If this is not an option, church groups, 
clubs and the like are wonderful as often 
you will have shared family values. Make 
it a priority…it’s the spiritual, social and 
psychological immunisation of our young 
people.

young people is critical in a world that 
throws so many challenges their way.

So what are you able to do in order to 
facilitate connections for your children? 
Extended family is a great place to start 
- regular family dinners, family gatherings.

“Discussing and trying to include elements 
of the Bible into the wall was fun” - Kaitlin 

This year’s Science Talent Search projects 
are now also on display on the INSPiRE 
wall, on this year’s topic Australian 

Game Changers and Change Makers: 
board games, videos, working models, 
scientific posters and picture storybooks 
all showcase students’ learning through 
scientific inquiry and investigation. 



Athletics Carnival
Fri 4th May

A fun filled day was held at Meadowglen Atheltics Stadium last Friday. The Courageous Conquerors brought home the flag once again 
with the House Cup being presented on Monday. Well done to all students who participated to the best of their abilities. Thank you to 
all of the parents who came to help out, it was great to see such a large representation of our College community at this school event.



Senior School Report
Michael Bond

During the first few weeks of Term 2, 
the Senior School students at Northside 
Christian College have been busy 
studying in the lead up to a number of 
SACs and the midyear examinations 
scheduled for Week 9.  The recent Parent-
Student-Teacher Interviews have been a 
useful time for our students to reflect on 
Term 1 and to consider what they might do 
differently to better achieve their goals. 

At this time of the year, the Senior School 
mentoring program is of great value 
to our students. Our staff are assisting 
students by having conversations 
around study plans, organisational skills, 
meeting deadlines and more. This is an 
opportunity for students to seek advice 
on implementing strategies to ensure they 
continue to achieve their personal goals. 

GAT
The GAT is an essential part of the VCE 
assessment procedures. All students 
enrolled in one or more VCE or scored 
VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences must 
sit the GAT. Although GAT results do not 
count directly towards a student’s VCE 
results, they play an important role in 
checking that school-based and external 
assessments have been accurately 
assessed, and in calculating Derived 
Examination Scores. No Unit 1 or Unit 3 VCE 
classes will be scheduled at Northside 
Christian College on Wednesday 13th June 
as the GAT is a 3 hour test.

YEAR 10 AND 11 MIDYEAR EXAMINATIONS
A copy of the Year 10 and 11 Midyear 
Examination timetable was published in 
the last edition of the College newsletter. 
Copies have also been emailed via the 

Senior School Weekly Parent Email. If 
students and families have not received 
a copy, please email Ms Laura Bovey 
in the VCE Administration Office at  
lbovey@ncc.vic.edu.au. 

TERTIARY INFORMATION SESSION 
In order to further equip our Year 12 
students with important information to 
assist them in their pathways beyond 
Secondary School, Northside Christian 
College Year 12 students attend the 
Tertiary Information Session at La Trobe 
University in Bundoora on Tuesday 22nd 
May. The Tertiary Information Session (TIS) 
provides students with an opportunity to 
see an interactive presentation outlining 
the tertiary application process.

SEMESTER 2 TIMETABLE
Please note that Semester 2 classes will 
commence on Tuesday 19th June for Unit 
2 and 4 classes at Northside Christian 
College. 

YEAR 10 VET TASTERS DURING JUNE, JULY 
AND AUGUST
VETiS (Vocational Education Training in 
Schools) can be an exciting pathway of 
education for students to pursue for one 
of their courses during Year 11 and 12. Doing 
a VET course will often help students 
make more informed decisions about 
course selections for VCE and post-
secondary education. For this reason, 
we have invited the Year 10 students to 
attend up to a maximum of three Taster 
Days at the local VET venues during June, 
July and August. Taster Days give the 
students an experience of the course and 
help with decision-making for VCE subject 
selection. Students are advised that some 
sessions can book out. As a result, students 
are encouraged to register early for these 
sessions. Students are asked to speak with 

Mrs Lenna Waters to find out additional 
details about the VET Taster program. 
We look forward to hearing about the 
experiences of our Year 10 students.

WINTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
There are a number of organisations that 
offer winter school programs to assist 
Senior School students with preparing for 
Unit 2 and 4 studies. These are optional 
activities that students may want to 
investigate to build on their learning at 
this point in the year. Furthermore, these 
programs can assist in preparing for end 
of year examinations. 

The NEAP VCE Winter School is running in 
July 2018 at Victoria University, Flinders 
Street Campus. The purpose of this 
program is to review Unit 3 content and 
to prepare students to ‘jump into’ Unit 4 
material. This program also helps students 
to acquire strategies and problem-solving 
methods with the goal of boosting exam 
performance. For more information, 
please visit: https://smartstudy.com.au/. 

This winter the Faculty of Arts at The 
University of Melbourne is offering VCE 
students an opportunity to prepare for 
History: Revolutions, Australian History, 
Literature, Italian, French and Indonesian 
exams with scholars and teachers who 
are experts in their fields.  Please refer to: 
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/. 

The Access Education Mid-Year Lectures 
are a unique and comprehensive 
program during the first week of the 
July School Holidays in Bundoora at La 
Trobe University. For more information 
about this opportunity to prepare 
for Semester 2, please refer to:  
http://www.accesseducation.com.au/.
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