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\ Construction begins on the new building
\ Years 5 & 6 and Years 7 & 8 Camps!
\ Wildlife at Northside
\ Much more...
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“

Principal’s 
Message

It has been delightful observing 
our students participate in a wide 
range of activities during the past 
month. The Year 5 – 12 House 
Swimming Carnival was one 
of the first events the College 
has conducted during the past 
two years involving so many 
students and was a celebration 
of community for Northside. 
Students have also re-commenced 
participating in camps, interschool 
sport, instrumental music, INSPiRE 
classes, incursions, prayer groups, 
and more. We thank God for these 
opportunities for our students to 
further engage in the life of the 
College. 

I have appreciated the opportunity 
to explore how we can support all 
members of our College community 
to FLOURISH at Northside. The 
Bible and literature highlight 
that multiple factors contribute 
to flourishing. Recently, I have 
reflected on the importance of 
finding rest in God. There is a 
relationship between rest and 
overall wellbeing (Swaner & Wolfe, 
2021). 

In Psalm 46:10, the Bible reminds 
us: He says, “Be still, and know that 
I am God.”

It has been a busy start to the year 
for us as a College community, 
particularly after a few years when 
it has been challenging to find 
time to rest. Remote learning often 
blurred the boundaries between 
school time and home time. The 
long weekend between the 11th 
and 14th March provided many of 
us with an opportunity to rest as a 
community. 

Genesis 2:2-3 highlights the 
significance of rest for us as a 
Christian community providing 
insight into the Biblical principle of 
the Sabbath. “By the seventh day 
God had finished the work He had 
been doing; so on the seventh day 
He rested from all His work. Then 
God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it He 
rested from all the work of creating 
that He had done.”

I pray we can find intentional times 
to connect with God and find 
rest in Him throughout the year. 
Resting regularly supports us in 
our endeavours to FLOURISH as a 
community.

“We thank 
God for these 
opportunities for 
our students to 
further engage 
in the life of the 
College.”

Staff being presented with gifts to help them Flourish in 2022.

Mr Michael Bond  
Principal
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Parents are welcome to join our Whole School Assembly every 
fortnight (Week A) by clicking on the link provided in the Primary, 
Middle or Senior School weekly email.

Term Dates:

Diary Dates:

Term 1 - 28/01/2022 - 07/04/2022
Term 2 - 26/04/2022 - 24/06/2022
Term 3 - 13/07/2022 - 15/09/2022
Term 4 - 03/10/2022 - 06/12/2022

WEEK 7B:
• Mon 14th March: Public Holiday – Labour

Day
• Tues 15th March: Prep Screening
• Years 5/6 Swimming
• Wed 16th March: Preps not at school –

Home Visit Day
• Thurs 17th March: Visit from the Dental Bus
• CSEN Primary Swimming Competition
• Year 1– Year 12 PSTI on Zoom from

4.00pm to 8:00pm
• Fri 18th March: Year 5/6 District Sports

WEEK 8A:
• Monday 21st March: Whole School

Morning Assembly on Zoom
• Harmony Day
• Monday 21st March - Friday 25th March:

Year 10 Work Experience
• Tuesday 22nd March: Years 5/6 last

swimming session
• Wednesday 23rd March: Preps not at

school – Home Visit Day
• Friday 25th March: Year 5/6 District Sport
• Closing date for 2023 Prep Enrolment

Applications and closing date for
Scholaship Applications.

WEEK 9B:
• Monday 28th March – Wednesday 30th 

March: Year 4 Camp to Mill Valley Ranch
• Wednesday 30th March: Preps not at

school – Home Visit Day
• Thursday 31st March: Early Student

Dismissal at 1:30pm
• Year 1– Year 12 PSTI on Zoom from

2.00pm to 5:00pm
• Friday 1st April: Year 5/6 District Sport

WEEK 10A:
• Monday 4th April: Whole School Morning

Assembly on Zoom
• Wednesday 6th April: Preps not at school

– Home Visit Day
• Thursday 7th April: Last Day of Term 1,

normal finish time.
• Friday 8th April: Student Free Day. OSCH

will run a full day program for Primary
students.
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Update 8: 12th February 2022
The portable classrooms were relocated on Saturday, 12th February. 
The weather was almost perfect for the whole day process that involved 
a crane and truck. The relocation of this building provides an opportunity 
for additional site works to continue in preparation for the double-story 
classroom building.

Update 10: 23rd February 2022
The builders commenced installing the flooring in the Sport Studio on 
the 21st of February. This is the last significant milestone for this building 
project. The College is planning for classes to commence in this space in 
March 2022.

12th February 2022; Portable relocation

Construction 
Update

Update 9: 15th February 2022
Painting works were being finalised in the 
Sport Studio during the week of the 15th 
February. Acoustic panelling and wall 
treatments have been installed in the studio. 
The flooring product will be installed 
between the 21st and 25th of February. 
An update was shared with the College 
community on the Northside Facebook page.

15th February 2022: Mr Bond gave an up-
date on the Sport Studio.

23rd February 2022: Sport Studio Flooring 
Completed

Update 11: 28th February 2022
Construction has continued off-site at Pre-Built on 
the new building.  It is exciting to see work being 
completed on the framing of the first floor and work 
commencing on the cladding on this building. Work 
has also commenced on sewer and stormwater 
pipes in preparation for the new building arriving at 
the College.

Update 12: 3rd March 2022
The College recently conducted a Sod Turning 
event to celebrate the official commencement of 
construction works on site for the new building 
project. We are grateful to God for this opportunity 
to expand our College infrastructure. We continue 
to pray for safety and the timely completion of this 
project. 

28th February 2022: New Building taking shape

3rd March 2022: Mr Bond and Preps Sod 
Turning

Scan here to view our 
Sod Turning Video

Scan here to view our 
Sport Studio Video
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Chappy Chat:
With Jared Stocks

THE POWER OF PRAYER (SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES)
I heard an interesting quote once that said “I don’t often spend more than 
half an hour in prayer at one time, but I never go more than half an hour without 
praying.” This quote was from the famous British healing evangelist, Smith 
Wigglesworth. who was influential in the early history of Pentecostalism. His ministry 
was accompanied by many signs and wonders including, healing of deafness, 
blindness and cancer, restoration of missing limbs and even resurrections. 
He was known as a man of prayer and intimacy with God. I have tried to live in a
similar way, praying regularly throughout the day.

In his book, Theologian, Richard Foster talks about 5 different spiritual disciplines you can apply in your own life. One 
of these is based on the contemplative tradition which includes personal prayer, silence and quiet. 
On January 17, after seeing adds every day for a month on my social media accounts, I decided to try the Exodus 
90 program. The program is a 90 day commitment to asceticism and spiritual disciplines. Some of the disciplines 
involve cold showers, two meat free fasting days a week, no unnecessary phone, computer or tv use and abstinence 
from desserts, sweets, sweet drinks, alcohol and a minimum of 7 hours sleep per night. The idea of these ascetic 
disciplines is to quiet the noise in our lives to focus in on the spiritual disciplines. These include, daily readings, 
reflection and a holy hour of prayer. Within this hour is 20 minutes of just listening in silence. 

As you can imagine, this has been quite a different experience to my usual way of doing things, but I have definitely 
seen the value in the contemplative tradition. I think the following sums up my feelings on this too. “To begin with, it 
seems like an effort to keep returning to the welcoming presence, but at some point, it is so natural that it seems to 
require and effort to leave it. It feels like home. We no longer feel that we need to be entertained.” Francis Lucille, The 
Perfume of Silence.

Heather Cootee – Head of Wellbeing 

hcootee@ncc.vic.edu.au

Jared Stocks – Chaplain

jstocks@ncc.vic.edu.au

Chelsea Weeks – Wellbeing 

cweeks@ncc.vic.edu.au

The Wellbeing Team

Mr Jared Stocks
School Chaplain

If you too would like to explore the power of prayer further, 
our school community provides different ways that we can all 
participate in this. Students can participate in our Vision Prayer 
programs, Secondary Vision on Monday lunches, and Primary 
Vision on Wednesday lunches. The school staff meet in prayer 
groups regularly, and, there is a parent prayer group, which 
meets Thursday mornings after morning drop off. This is led 
by Jenny Masino (0425 769 829) and some of these prayer 
warriors, such as Lyn Bland, have been praying for our school 
for over 20 years. We honour these incredible parents for the 
seeds they have sown and their commitment to prayer.

Prayer is powerful, how are you connected to the source?

Students praying together

mailto:hcootee@ncc.vic.edu.au
mailto:jstocks@ncc.vic.edu.au
mailto:cweeks@ncc.vic.edu.au
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All our current Year 6 families should have received a 
Statement of Intentions to complete as a Direqt Message 
in SEQTA Engage. 

Please let the College know whether your child will be 
continuing into Secondary school at Northside next year, 
or leaving us at the end of this year, by completing the 
Statement of Intentions as soon as possible.

Scholarships: 
Applications are now open for 
Secondary Scholarships for new 
and prospective students entering 
Year 7 and Year 10 in 2023, 2024 
and 2025.

Northside Christian College 
offers three different types of 
scholarships:

1. Secondary Academic
Scholarships

2. General Excellence Scholarships

3. Christian Leadership
Scholarships

Enrolments

College families have the opportunity to sell their second hand uniforms directly to other families via the Facebook 
group; NCC Second Hand Uniforms and Textbooks Buy, Swap Sell.

Please ensure you read the group rules; only Northside uniforms and textbooks may be sold in this group.
Northside provides the platform for the sale of second hand Northside uniforms and textbooks, but these sales and 
purchases are directly between families, not with Northside.

Second Hand Uniforms

2023 Prep:
Applications for 2023 Prep will 
close on Friday, 25th March 2022. 
Existing NCC families who have 
children due to commence Prep 
in 2023 are urged to submit their 
enrolment application asap/by the 
closing date, 25th March 2022. 

As prep places fill quickly and 
we cannot guarantee places 
for siblings of existing students 
where applications are received 
after the closing date. Children 
born between 1st January 2017 
and 30th April 2018 are eligible to 
commence Prep in 2023.

Applications are received online 
at https://enrol.ncc.vic.edu.au/
enrolment-application/start.

The discounted tuition fees will be 
up to 70% off tuition fees (only) and 
the amount will be at the discretion 
of the Principal. Each type of 
Scholarship has different criteria. 
For further information about 
Scholarships, visit our website at 
https://ncc.vic.edu.au/scholarships.

Applications for all Scholarships will 
close on Friday, 25th March 2022 
and must be submitted in full.

Applications may be submitted by 
email to scholarships@ncc.vic.
edu.au or by leaving a copy at our 
College Reception, together with 
the application fee(s).

Year 6 students 
Statement of Intentions

This is a reminder to all families that a term’s notice of 
your child’s withdrawal from Northside is required to 
avoid paying a term’s fees in lieu of notice. 

Withdrawal forms are available by emailing 
enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au or by collecting a form in person 
from the College Reception. 

Withdrawals

All families should be set up in SEQTA Engage to ensure 
they do not miss important College Communication.
Call the office on (03) 9467 2499  if you are not set up in 
Seqta.

https://ncc.vic.edu.au/scholarships
mailto:scholarships@ncc.vic.edu.au
https://enrol.ncc.vic.edu.au/enrolment-application/start
mailto:enrol@ncc.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/943595926165802/
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Twosday
On the 22/2/22 the amazing Year 2 classes celebrated Two’s Day! The students and teachers came dressed in T or 
2 themed casual clothes and spent the day learning all about the number 2! The students wrote stories about what 
the world might be like in 22 years’ time, read stories about twins (including Jacob and Esau), practiced math facts 
such as doubles, and completed a photographic scavenger hunt around the school. It was a wonderful day of learning 
celebration for the classes and the school community. 

Mrs Sharon Halden

We saw lots of doubles on Twosday. Including students and teachers!

All the Year 2 Students 2C celebrating Twosday.

2H students celebrating Twosday.2H students celebrating Twosday.



8 Northside Christian College - The Vine

Founder Times
Welcome to 2022 in the NCC Library!
Creative students are invited to get involved in the student-run magazine Founder Times! We are looking for 
students to help with promotion and publication, as well as to contribute artwork and writing. 

This year’s first edition will use the College theme Flourish! Some ideas to inspire you:

• What does ‘flourish’ mean to you?
• What could represent ‘flourish’?
• What are some ways you can flourish?
• Is there a piece of work you know that shows ‘flourishing’?
• Why might it be powerful to flourish this year?

What is Founder Times?

Founder Times is a student-run publication that is a 
platform for students to showcase their artistic and writing 
abilities. Our goal is to put out two editions this year and, 
hopefully, your piece will be inside!
What can students submit?

Submissions could be in the form of:

• A short story
• An article
• A poem
• A piece of art (painting, sketch, cartoon, sculpture etc)
• A photograph
• A book/film review
• A personal reflection

Ms Laura Bovey
Librarian

2021 Yearbooks are here!

Did you get your 2022 College 
Calendar?

Copies of the 2021 Northside Yearbook were sent home at the start of the term with the youngest child in the family. If 
your family did not receive one and would like to, please let Reception know by calling 9467 2499 or emailing 
ncc@ncc.vic.edu.au.ncc@ncc.vic.edu.au.

This year’s calendars have recently been sent home with the youngest child in the family. If your family did not receive 
theirs, please let Reception know by calling 9467 2499 or emailing ncc@ncc.vic.edu.au.

mailto:ncc@ncc.vic.edu.au
mailto:ncc@ncc.vic.edu.au
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Year 5 & 6 Camp: Sovereign Hill
On the 28th February 2022, our enthusiastic Year 5/6 cohort and staff embarked on our camp to Sovereign Hill. 
The activities over the three days of camp comprised of a demonstration to learn how rock candies are being made 
using traditional methods and processes. At the end of the demonstration, everyone had the opportunity to taste the 
delicious raspberry drops.

The students also visited an old classroom and learned about how early migrants first arrived at Ballarat and adapted 
to the new environment through experiencing the cultures from the Aboriginal People. Other activities included a visit 
to the Red Hill Mine and a Gold Pour Demonstration to learn about the huge gold nugget that weighed more than 
60kg!

The highlight of the camp was the AURA Light and Sound show on the second day of the camp. The product of the 3D 
Technology showcased the time from the discovery of gold right up until the current day. It dived into the chaos of the 
Eureka Rebellion as we witnessed the creation and discovery of the world’s most precious metal.

Mrs Serene Eng

The Years 5 & 6 Students at Sovereign Hill Camp

Candle making at Sovereign Hill Panning for Gold at Sovereign Hill
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Years 7 & 8 Camp: The Summit
The Year 7/8 camp at The Summit,  was an amazing experience of being encouraged to stretch ourselves outside our 
comfort zone. We camped in permanent tents and had wonderful enthusiastic staff to support our students. The team 
at The Summit was vibrant, motivational and encouraging of each little or big step we made forward. 

There were 5 keys for the camp;

1. Have fun - life is short so is camp - laugh a lot
2. Play all in - no reserve, give it all you got
3. Get comfortable being uncomfortable- magic happens outside your comfort zone
4. Make lots of mistakes - there is no such thing as failure - only feedback
5. Don’t go home wondering, what if? - no regrets!

Students rotated around different activities ranging from The highest giant swing in Victoria, rock climbing wall, the 
snowy river challenge, laser skirmish, scavenger hunts, and the summit window. Each activity had their own fun and 
challenges and students were supported to try their best and work as a team to encourage each other to participate. 
Many other games and challenges were experienced throughout camp and wonderful connections were created with 
each other. We had lots of fun learning bush dancing on the first night, led by Mrs Metcalfe. So many smiles and 
laughs were seen and everyone had a great time participating. 

A highlight on the second day was the Monster course with lots of team building challenges enabled all students to 
play all in and be very comfortable being uncomfortable. There was lots of mud, crawling through water and using their 
bodies and minds to the full. It was wonderful to hear many conversations around how much fun they were all having 
and the simple things they were grateful for. 

Mrs Roshel Ravida

Year 7 & 8 Students participating in various activities including Tug of War.
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Echidnas, kangaroos, possums, 
blue-tongue lizards, fish, eels 
and MANY varied bird species 
have been spotted enjoying 
the Northside Christian College 
environment!

As the teachers met outdoors after 
school, a beautiful tawny-frogmouth 
(a native Australian owl) fell from 
a tree and required some medical 
attention. 

Thankfully Wildlife Victoria was 
able to support us! We took the 
amazing bird to a vet for some help. 
Hopefully, the tawny-frogmouth 
will make a speedy recovery and 
will then be released back into the 
Bundoora neighbourhood!

We share the school grounds with 
so many lovely animals and it is 
important that as a community we 
play our part to care for ‘the garden 
in which we are placed’ (referencing 
Genesis 2:15).

Mr John Longley

In Year 5 and 6, we have a subject called BTN. BTN stands for Behind 
the News and is basically a family-friendly news catchup that airs all over 
Australia. In BTN, we write notes about the latest news to practise our note-
taking skills. We participate in some really interesting classroom discussions 
about local and international events! A few weeks ago, all of the Year 5’s and 
6’s decided we’d like to be on BTN. There are segments where schools say, 
“We are [insert school name] and you’re watching BTN! Woo!” We all met 
around the fountain and got to record it. In a stroke of luck, a week later, we 
actually got on BTN! Our class wasn’t suspecting anything until we saw our 
beautiful faces and voices! We all were super happy that we would be on live 
television for once.

Link: 
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/20220215-ep3-btn/13749412 
Fast forward to 9:57 to see the 5/6’s shine!

Larry 5/6T

Years 5 & 6 on BTN

Wildlife Rescue 
at Northside!

Year 5 & 6: Behind The News on 
the ABC

Mikha T represented the Bundoora district at the Division Swimming 
Championship and won 1st place for 50m Freestyle and 50m Backstroke. 
She will now proceed to the regional finals! We are looking forward to seeing 
Mikha’s progress within the SSV swimming competitions.

Mrs Anna Venegas

Division Swimming Championship 

Mikha with her two first place ribbons at the Division Swimming Campionships

Little tawny-frogmouth

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/20220215-ep3-btn/13749412
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On Thursday the 3rd of March, the Years 5-12 students at 
Northside were treated to an amazing day out at Craigieburn 
Splash for our annual Swimming Carnival - and what a day it 
was! Students cheered as their peers competed in Freestyle, 
Backstroke and Breaststroke races, and much fun was had 
during the novelty (but nevertheless competitive!) relays. 
We thank God for the provision of wonderful facilities and 
wonderful staff at Craigieburn Splash. 

A highlight of the NCC Swimming Carnival is always seeing 
the participation of the graduating Year 12 class, many 
of whom took every opportunity to assist and support the 
younger students on the day as well as enjoy it thoroughly 
themselves. One Year 12 student commented on the way in 
which an event like this really brings home the reality of their 
final year of school, and how they feel they should make the 
most of every opportunity to participate in school events. We 
couldn’t agree more, and NCC staff love to see how days like 
this bring together all students across multiple year levels as 
a caring and supportive community. A special mention goes 
to the following students for their participation on the day and 
their willingness to help others: 

• Jabez T
• Grace K
• Sterling L
• Kayla T
• Sarah H
• Tim H
• Breanna M
• Connor T
• Josh C
• Josiah D
• Bethany D

Of course, we could never have had such a successful and 
enjoyable event without the coordination and management of 
our wonderful Head of Sport, Anna Venegas. A big thank you 
to all staff and students, we are so excited to do it all again in 
2023!

Ms Ellison Cook

Students compeating at the Swimming Carnival

Year 5 - 12 Swimming Carnival

Students and Teachers alike enjoyed the Swimming Carnival

Ms Ellison Cook
Teaching Staff

Year 12, 2022
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Students compeating at the Swimming Carnival

Year 5 - 12 Swimming Carnival Continued

On your mark. Get set. Go!

Year 12 Students

Mr Michael Bond and Mrs Anna Venegas

Year 9 Students

Splash down!
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Year 11 Biology: Observing osmosis and diffusion
The Year 11 Biology students have been learning about the plasma membrane and how it contributes to survival 
by controlling the movement of substances in and out of cells. The students conducted two experiments, namely, 
Osmosis and Diffusion, and investigated the movement of molecules across membranes.

In the first experiment, students placed cylinders of fresh beetroot in different concentrations of sugar to observe 
whether the beetroot had gained or lost mass. In the second experiment, students observed the principle of selective 
diffusion across a semipermeable membrane and applied their findings to laboratory and medical dialysis. 

Below are some of the reflections from the biology students.

““We were 
unsuccessful 
multiple times but 
persevered”

Students using dialysis tubes.

Year 10 Science: Vegetable People
This term, the Year 10’s have been learning about the transmission of heritable characteristics from one generation to 
the next. As part of this study, they had the opportunity to use vegetables to depict patterns of inheritance of dominant 
and recessive features over generations of a family. On February 25th, students were asked to determine the possible 
outcomes of a cross between Ma Potato and Pa Onion. Vegemites were the children of vegetable people. This activity 
reinforced their understanding of inheritance and dominant and recessive alleles. It was definitely a fun way to end a 
Friday afternoon double lesson. 

By Marshel K
In week 4 of Term 1, we created vegetable people out of carrots, onions, potatoes, spring onions etc. in order to 
display what we have been learning in genetics: phenotypes, genotypes, pedigrees, and inheritance. This experiment 
was not only educational but also fun and had a convivial atmosphere.

Mrs Susan Varghese

Students making their Ms Potato
Students showing their Pa Onion

Jasleen S, Grace Z and Jialin C (Osmosis using 
Beetroot)
In this experiment, we observed whether the beetroot 
had gained or lost mass when put in different 
concentrations of sugar solutions.  We had a lot of fun 
cutting little beetroot cylinders, whilst trying to keep the 
same shape uniform.  We were unsuccessful multiple 
times but persevered.

Grace K, Tim Q and Gisele I ( Diffusion using a 
dialysis tube) 
The dialysis tube acted as a semi-permeable plasma 
membrane, which allowed us to witness several 
different molecules being diffused into the beaker of 
distilled water.  We were very interested in the reaction 
of iodine when it was diffused into the tube and mixed 
with the starch. This process resulted in a blue back 
colour.

Mrs Susan Varghese
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Notifications
Do you need to update your 
details?

Have you recently.... 

• Moved house?
• Got a new phone number?
• Changed your visa or become

an Australian citizen?
• Need to change you child’s

emergency contact .... 

Please contact the office to update 
your details.

Northside Prayer Warriors

We welcome all parents from our 
school community to come together 
and pray. 

Northside Prayer Warriors meet 
each Thursday during the school 
term after morning drop-off. For 
more information please contact 
Jenny Masino 0425 769 829 or 
join the Northside Prayer Warriors 
Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/926561491368225/e

Photo Permissions
Do you like seeing your student 
featured in Northside publications? 

Do you want to see your student 
appear on Facebook, Instagram or 
LinkedIn? 

We would love to feature as many 
students as we can. However, we 
can’t publish any photos of your 
students without your permission.

You will soon receive a Photo 
Permission Form being sent home 
with your child/ren. The form is 
quite comprehensive. 

You will be asked to give or not 
give Northside permission to use 
your child’s photo and name in 
publications. 

You can choose to have us exclude 
your child’s name, and also exclude 
your child’s photo all together. It’s 
up to you.

This is important information that 
assists us when it comes to internal 
and external publications for the 
school.

Next month you might see your 
child included in The Vine!

Absences

Please remember to email any 
absences to:

attendace@ncc.vic.edu.au

mailto:attendance@ncc.vic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/926561491368225/
mailto:help@schoolpix.com.au
https://schoolpix.com.au/
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